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BIBLE STORY 

 

John 6:16-24 & Matthew 14:22-33 
Retold by Sharla Guenther 

 

It had been a very long day for Jesus and his disciples. They had been out teaching about 
God and performing awesome miracles.  Many people followed them and Jesus spent the rest of 
the day teaching and even feeding five thousand people. 

When the day was over and the crowds were leaving, Jesus told the disciples to go find 
their boat and go back to the other side of the lake.  When everyone left Jesus went up to the 
mountainside by himself to pray. 

You see, Jesus needs to pray too.  He had a very long day and performing miracles was 
very tiring.  He knew He had to be close to His heavenly Father so He could have the strength to 
go on each day and resist all temptation that came His way. 

When Jesus had finished praying, it was very early in the morning (probably around 
3:00 or 4:00 am).  He came to the shore where the disciples had left sometime earlier.  He could 
see the boat but it was quite far away, the wind had taken them faster across the lake than usual. 

Jesus knew that He had to get to the other side of the lake and join the disciples.  I'm 
sure He could've swam, flew, or jumped across the lake - this is Jesus we're talking about, He 
could've done anything He wanted.  But He decided that He could teach the disciples 
something… so He started to walk on the water towards their boat. 

I'm not sure if you've ever tried walking on water, but it’s impossible.  Keep in mind the 
water was very deep! I bet some of the fish even noticed Jesus and stopped to watch the miracle. 

So Jesus walked and walked and finally was close enough to the disciples that He could 
see each of them on the boat.  All of a sudden one the disciples said, "What is that!"  He pointed 
out into the water and all the disciples turned around to see what was out there. 

"I think it's a ghost, what else could it be!"  A few of the disciples said, terrified.  They had 
all come to one side of the boat to see the strange thing on the lake and the boat suddenly got 
tipsy and some of the disciples fell back into the boat to steady it and keep it from completely 
tipping over. 

Jesus could see and hear the confusion, he shook His head and called out, "It's alright.  I 
am here, do not be afraid."  The disciples looked at each other and felt silly they had thought that 
their Teacher was a ghost.  Then Peter replied, "Lord if it's really you, tell me to come to you on 
the water." 

"Come."  Jesus said with His hand reaching out to him.  The disciples watched as Peter 
carefully got out of the boat and began to walk on water towards Jesus.  Peter watched Jesus at 
first, but then started noticing the wind and the waves on the water and looked around with 
worry. 

As soon as Peter started to be scared he started to sink, and he cried out, "Lord, save 
me!"  Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him before he was totally covered 
with water. 
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"You have such little trust for me Peter," Jesus said.  "Why did you doubt me?"  Peter 
walked to the boat with Jesus by His side and wondered to himself why he got so afraid.  He 
knew that Jesus could do anything, it seemed that as soon as he took his eyes off Jesus he 
started to think about other things and that is when he began to sink. 

As soon as Jesus got into the boat the wind stopped and the water was calm.  Then 
everyone in the boat worshipped Jesus saying, "Truly you are God's Son!" 

When they had crossed the lake to the other side people began to recognize Jesus again.  
The people from that area told their friends, and they told their friends and soon people were 
coming from all over to see Jesus.  They brought all the sick people to him and begged to touch 
the corner of his long coat because all who touched him were healed. 
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PARENT RESOURCES 

 

Family Application 

● Story Review 

○ What happened in this Bible story? 

○ Why was Jesus not with his disciples? (He left them to go pray!) 

○ What did Jesus do in the middle of the storm? (He walked on water.) 

○ What did the disciples think when they saw him? (They were scared, and thought 

Jesus was a ghost!) 

○ Did Peter respond in fear or in faith when he saw Jesus? (He got out of the boat in 

faith, but let doubt and fear distract him from Jesus.) 

● Verse  

○ “Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 

God?’” John 11:40 

■ We challenge you this week to come up with a creative way to present this 

memory verse. Maybe you want to act it out as a family, do it in mime, sing it, or 

draw it out… Whatever it is, we want you to share it with us! Take a picture or a 

video of your creative presentation and send it in to kids@spaconline.com for a 

chance to be featured in our upcoming videos! 

● Meal Time Questions 

○ How can you give your fear to God? (Pray, read the Bible, worship when you’re 

afraid…) 

○ How do you know that God is big enough to handle your fears? (His promises, His 

truth/ Word…) 

○ Can you commit to doing 1 thing that shows your faith in God when you get 

scared? What can you do? 

○ Why is it important to know that God can rewrite our fears? 

 

Prayer 

● Family Prayer 

○ “Dear God, thank you that we do not have to ever be afraid.  Bless us this week, 

and continue to remind us to trust in you, and put our faith in you. May we set our 

eyes and hearts on you, so that we can walk upon the waves of any fear that we 

may experience.  Thank you that you are God, and you are in control over 

everything.” 

● Community/ Neighbour Prayer 

○ “Bless our neighbors and friends this week in whatever fears they may face 

during these times of change and uncertainty.  May you open our eyes to any 

opportunity to share your name, Jesus, with those around us who are living in 

fear right now.  Help us to bless our neighbors and community in your name.” 
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Activities 
● Origami Craft  

● Colouring Pages [One] & [Two]  

● Bath Time Sink or Float Questions  

 

Additional Resources 
● YouTube Bible Story Cartoon  

 

 

http://www.dltk-bible.com/crafts/mboat.htm
https://ministry-to-children.com/jesus-walks-on-water-coloring-page/
https://coloringhome.com/coloring-page/1871426
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14Slk_Le3K7GwvsBPejiET3BVudnnYltl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVy9HGr3Qig

